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Alumni Update: Aishat “Nana” Alli, winner of the 2010 High School Essay Contest  

 

After winning the essay contest, I studied abroad for one 
year in Nagoya, Japan at the Nagoya University of Foreign 
Studies (NUFS), taking intensive Japanese courses. During 
that time the foundation, that was set when I went to Kyoto 
for the summer that I won the essay contest, developed. 
My love for the Japanese language and culture was at its 
peak and being immersed in the environment gave me a 
way to form strong connections with the native speakers 
around me. 

Now, I work as a student mentor at a university. I help 
students in their journey through college in many different 
aspects. Some of my students are avid learners of the 
Japanese language, so although I have not gotten to visit 
Japan in a long time, I do get the privilege of tutoring my 
students in their speaking, listening, and writing skills in 
the Japanese language. This has been a great joy to me and 
a way for me to give back. I hope to go back to Japan in 
the near future to experience new aspects of the developing 
culture. 

 

 

2018 High School Essay Contest Winner 

Congratulations to the 2018 KCC-JEE High School Essay 
Contest winner, Stacy Shimanuki, from Amador Valley 
High School in California. This summer she will spend 
four weeks in Kyoto, Japan where she will study Japanese 
language and culture. You can read her winning essay on 
our website at https://www.kccjee.org/high-school-essay-
contest.  We look forward to an update on her experiences 
in the fall.  
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Gottschalk Teachers of English Program 
 
This spring, the English Department of Kobe College High School (KCHS) welcomed two new Gottschalk 
teachers, Marina Powers and Crystal Tan (see their profiles in the 2017 Fall issue of the newsletter). They 
were both very excited and looking forward to meeting their colleagues and students. The recruitment 
committee has also been told that the second year Gottschalk teachers, Sassy Ma’at and Abbi Mayland, are 
very good teachers and well-respected and liked by staff and students. They appear to be ready to step up 
as leaders of the next group of four. It is somewhat of a big transition year for the English Department as 
they said good-bye to two experienced teachers, Jenny Alpern and Dana Peinado. They have contributed 
much to KCHS English education over their combined 17 years on the KCHS campus as English teachers.  
 

 
Vera Hanaoka Selected as New Graduate Fellow  

 
Vera Hanaoka is a PhD student in Japanese linguistics at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa (UHM) where she specializes in Japanese language 
pedagogy and discourse analysis. She has an MA in Teaching Japanese 
as a Foreign Language from the Middlebury Institute of International 
Studies and an MA in Japanese Linguistics from UHM. She also teaches 
Japanese at UHM, has previously taught Japanese at Monterey Peninsula 
College and Palma High School, and has taught English at Kansai 
Gaidai University in Osaka, Japan. Her article “Using Community-based 
instruction to promote language affiliation: Findings from Japanese 
Language Learners” (2016) was published in the Journal of the National 
Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages and her article “Co-
regulation in pair work: Insights from the Japanese as a foreign language 
(JFL) classroom” (2017) was published in the Journal of Japanese 
Linguistics. 
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KC Alumna Spotlight:  Mahagi LaCure 

 
After graduating in 1972 with a degree in English, I studied weaving with a 
master weaver in Kyoto, came to the States and married an American whom I had 
met in Japan.  My tapestries with geometric design were purchased for homes, 
businesses and public buildings, but it was difficult to break into the market as a 
fiber artist and I did not want to become a production weaver.  I also wanted more 
contact with people, rather than being confined to my studio.   
 
At that point I returned to school to become a Japanese teacher.   My daughter 

graduated from high school the same year I graduated with a master’s degree in education.  Over the last 
20 years the enrollment in Japanese classes has increased and the students have changed.  Most of them 
today became interested in Japanese through anime, manga, and the games they grew up with.   I share 
with them my love of kimono and shamisen.  I’m blessed with students who like Japanese things and are 
eager to learn the language.  Students often say Japanese is very challenging, but that Japanese class is the 
most enjoyable of all the courses they have taken.  I would be so happy if they keep their fondness for 
Japan, Japanese culture, and the language long after they graduate.   
 
One of the KC instructors I fondly remember was an older lady with silver hair.  She looked lovely in 
pink.  In a short essay we were assigned, I said something like “I feel more comfortable with the idea of 
‘Do not do to others what you would not want done to you’ (the idea instilled growing up in a typical 
Japanese household) rather than ‘Do to others as you would have them do to you.’” She commented that  
basically the two are the same.  Her tone was like a grandmother talking to a granddaughter.  Mr. Pehda 
was a professor of American Literature.  He hated girls wearing jeans.  “You leave and go work in the rice 
field,” he would say.  Blue jeans were new and cool then.  I did not stop wearing jeans.  I wonder what he 
would say if he saw me now wearing kimono to school.   
 
Writing this, I cannot help wondering what my students will remember about me, if they remember me at 
all, 40 years from now.   
 
 
Former Gottschalk Teacher Publishes Young Adult Novel 

 
 Misa Sugiura, who taught at Kobe College High School from 1994-1997, has published a 
young adult novel entitled It's Not Like It's a Secret, featuring Japanese American 
protagonist Sana Kiyohara. The novel was published in 2017 by HarperCollins and is 
available on Amazon. It has already won several awards including the Asian/Pacific 
American Librarians Association Asian/Pacific American Award for Young Adult 
Literature. Misa is the daughter of current board member Go Sugiura and former board 
member and KC alumna Kaoru Sugiura. Congratulations to Misa! 

 



Page 4 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

KC Alumna Spotlight: Mari Noda 
 

 
Kobe College (KC) shapes and changes lives of many. Looking back at 
my own life so far, I can’t help but feel the indelible marks left by the few 
years I was fortunate enough to spend at Kobe College. I am a faculty 
member at the Ohio State University, focusing on Japanese language 
pedagogy, and also serve as the President of the Board of Directors at the 
Japan-America Society of Central Ohio. 
 
My foundation as a language teaching professional began in the English 
classes at KC. After completing the J-level and one year of S-level, I left 
KC to accompany my parents to New York. I transferred into the 11th 
grade at Bronxville High School, a K-12 public school north of New 
York City. They put me in both 11th and 10th-grade English classes. When 
discussion about reading assignments were the central classroom activity, 

I was lost. But I took extensive notes, trying to catch everything that everybody said, then went over 
them in the evening with the help of my father. The early English education at KC that emphasized 
listening and imagining was enormously helpful. The ability to listen, analyze, and think critically has 
continued to help me throughout my higher education and career. Thanks to KCC-JEE funding, 
teachers from the US and Canada, such as Ms. Lester, Ms. Bartholomew, and Ms. Kennedy, taught 
regularly in our English classes, exposing us to natural speed, pronunciation, and collocations.  

 
KC provided an incredible learning environment both in terms of the physical 
structures and personnel. We felt the freedom to pursue our passions. It also 
instilled in us that with freedom came responsibility. Early in my undergraduate 
years at Cornell University, I had a serendipitous and fateful meeting with Dr. 
Eleanor Harz Jorden, a keen linguist and teacher of Japanese as a foreign 
language. She was a forerunner in many senses of the word, and certainly as a 
female professional. She was both free-spirited and highly demanding. When I 
stop and think about it, it’s not surprising that we became such close partners: 

she encouraged a feisty spirit, principled decision-making, and goodwill, all qualities that had been 
nurtured in me at KC.  
 
Kobe College and the generous funding it enjoys from its alumni and KCC-JEE enable many new 
beginnings for those of us who study there. I cherish old friendship: it was wonderful to visit the 
campus a few years ago at our 40th reunion. And I continue to be excited about new encounters and 
new projects, full of more discoveries. 
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Looking Back….The Life of KC Alumna Kyoko Morris (continued from the Fall 2017 newsletter) 

My husband and I left Lincoln College to enable Ken to continue his post-
MS work at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  The Shorewood 
Public Schools gave me a sixth-grade teaching contract.  Then my mentor 
and teacher-friend, Miss Anne Marie Andrew, retired, leaving her Room 1, 
with all her treasures in it for me to inherit.  I stayed in this teaching facility 
for 16 more years, building my own legacy in our Room 7, while also 
teaching Japanese for the Milwaukee Area Technical College and for the 
Telesis Institute at Alverno College.  

From the Milwaukee Public Schools, the Superintendent recruited me to 
start an Elementary School Japanese Immersion Program. When it did not 
come to fruition because of a lack of supporting teachers, I initiated a 
Japanese Language and Culture Course at the Jackie Robinson 
Intermediate School. The next year, I taught Japanese at Riverside University High School, covering 
for an absent teacher, and taught American Literature for another year. Before retiring early to care for 
my ailing spouse, I was a Reading Resource Teacher for two years in local elementary schools.    

I still have contact with some of these students from years ago while I am living here at Saint John’s on 
the Lake, a retirement community in Milwaukee.  They give me hope, love, and goodwill, by visiting 
me periodically and sharing their families.  

My life here is quite busy with so many learning opportunities and social activities.  In spring of 2017, 
I took a three-week course in “Fall Prevention” and from March 5-12, 2017, I participated in a 
symposium called "Moving Over Uncharted Ground: Aging as a Spiritual Practice.” We then had some 
follow-up activities of this symposium in April.  
 
Note:  In March 2018, KCC-JEE president Roberta Wollons and VP of Development Jeanne 
Sokolowski had a chance to visit Kyoko Morris in Milwaukee. They report that she has many stories 
to tell and is living a rich life!! 

 
Save the Date: 2018 Annual Meeting in Chicago on Saturday, September 15 
 
This year’s theme will be the Internship Program. Please join us to learn about the history of this 
successful program and celebrate this year’s interns! 
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