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To inspire positive relationships among Kobe College, Japan, and the 

United States by providing distinctive educational opportunities. 

 

 

Vision 

 

Provide premier programs and services to enhance the participation of 

American and Japanese women and men in our global society.  

Further, to continue our historical association with Kobe Jogakuin 

through mutual cooperation, recognizing a common interest in 

education and cross-cultural pursuits to empower faculty and student 

participation in a global society. 
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Message from the Chancellor of Kobe College 

Dr. Ken Ii 

 

Dear friends, 

My greetings and a note of appreciation for your continuing support for Kobe College. With your 

help, we are striving to fulfil our Mission which is to provide education to the young women in 

Japan, based on Christian teaching. We have initiated our preparation works in anticipation of 

our celebration of our 150th anniversary in 2025. 

As I look back these years of the past, as well as looking forward to the future of the school, I 

sense that it was providential that we had Dr. V. Ward as a Drake guest professor on our faculty 

until recently. In August, she completed her one-year term and left, and we are most grateful for 

her contributions to our academic programs. With her special interest in Japan’s modern history 

of philosophy, she studied and taught about the works of Dr. Kiyoko Takeda, a KC graduate and 

a renowned historian of Japanese philosophy.  

Through Dr. Ward’s teaching during the year, we were led to pause and think about the value of 

the history of this school, as well as to redefine our responsibilities to educate and prepare young 

women to meet the challenges of the future.  

 

Now, let me share some of the statistics to give you the current status of the school: 

- In March, we celebrated the graduation of 134 students from the High School 

Department, 608 students from College Division, as well as 25 who were granted Masters 

Degrees in various academic fields. Out of 134 graduates from the High School, more 

than 40% of them were accepted to medical schools.   

- In April, we welcomed 145 freshman students at the Junior High School Department, as 

well as 647 students in the College Division.  

- One of the business publications, “Toyo Keizai” (Asian Economy), recently published 

the ranking of some 750 colleges and universities in Japan, based on the job placements 

of graduating students to the major corporations of their choice. Kobe College was 

ranked among the top 20 nationwide.  

In closing, on behalf of my entire faculty, let me express my most sincere condolences to the 

family of Mr. Takuzo Ishida on his passing in April. His support and contribution to Kobe 

College, as well as to KCC-JEE, was most valuable. We miss him dearly. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Ken Ii 

Chancellor of Kobe College 
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Message from the President 

Dr. Roberta Wollons 

 

This year, we mourn the loss of two long-time members of the KCC-JEE family. Tak Ishida, 

board member since 2010, passed away on April 25, and Margaret Larson passed away on 

March 11. Larson and her husband David went to Kobe College as missionaries in 1954, where 

Margaret taught English for ten years. Please see In Memoriam on the KCC-JEE website and in 

the Spring 2019 newsletter. 

 

This annual meeting celebrates our Essay Contest winners. The Essay Contest began in 1995 

with the intention of encouraging secondary school students who were studying Japanese 

language and culture. The first winner was Mika Mrozik, who later went on to serve as an 

English teacher at KC High School. Each year, KCC-JEE invites students from across the 

country to respond to a question related to a current issue in Japan. 

 

For the 2019 essay contest, we were inspired by our upcoming 100th anniversary. We invited 

students to submit a logo design that represents both KCC-JEE and its 100-year history with 

Japan. The winner was Kaila Nakamura, a student at Henry M. Gunn High School in Palo Alto. 

Her design and explanation can be seen on the KCC-JEE website.  

 

At the annual meeting, we will meet three past Essay Contest winners: Verenice Alfaro Espinosa 

(2016); Zach Sebek (2014); and Grace Bologna (2013). They will discuss how they have 

continued their study of Japanese language and culture in college, and talk about scholarships, 

programs, and opportunities that they have pursued.  

 

This year we welcome back Dr. Ken Ii, Chancellor of Kobe College. Our relationship with Kobe 

College has continued to be a unique partnership for over 99 years and we look forward to 

celebrating our 100th anniversary together in 2020. We will also be welcoming two new board 

members, Dr. Liv Coleman and Toyoko Kodama. 

 

The programs and finances of KCC-JEE remain strong. We continue to support our 5 major 

programs: The Gottschalk Teachers at Kobe College High School, the Drake Professorship at 

Kobe College, the Graduate Fellowship for American students doing research in Japan, the Essay 

Contest for American secondary school students learning Japanese, and the Internship program 

for Kobe College students. We are proud that, for a small organization, we offer international 

exchange experiences for every educational level from high school through college, graduate 

students, and faculty.  

 

Finally, I offer my deep thanks and appreciation to our Board of Directors whose commitment to 

the mission and vision of KCC-JEE is generous and sustaining. And to Kanae Takenaka, our 

office administrator, without whom we could not do this work. 

 

As always, we look forward to seeing new and familiar faces at the 99th meeting of KCC-JEE. 

 

Dr. Roberta Wollons 

President, KCC- JEE  
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Vice President of Finance & Treasurer 

Ken Tornheim 
 

KCC-JEE’s financial position declined during fiscal year ended March 31, 2019 with a decrease 

in its net assets of approximately $(81,000).  As shown in the summarized financial results on 

page 5, the Organization had an overall investment gain for the year of approximately $204,000 

as a result of the continuing rally in the U.S. stock markets.  The Organization remains reliant 

on strong stock market results in order to generate an increase in its net assets (i.e. profit) while 

maintaining its program at the current level.  This marks the 3rd consecutive year that the 

Organization finished its year with a net asset balance in excess of $4.5 million.    

The Organization once again satisfied its 5% distribution rule as a private non-operating 

foundation whereby it must distribute 5% of the value of the net investment assets annually in 

the form of program and certain eligible administrative expenses.   

The Organization received total contributions of $30,074 for the year.  This includes $19,659 

from KC graduates living in North America.  We are most grateful for the generosity and 

support, which is essential for KCC-JEE to continue its programs and carry out its mission.  

Our most sincere “Thank you” to each and every supporter of the Organization.   

The Organization’s investment portfolio is managed by the investment management firm of 

William Blair.  William Blair, founded in 1935 and based in Chicago, is a global investment 

banking and asset management firm.     

The CPA firm of Desmond & Ahern, Ltd. was once again appointed as the accounting firm for 

the Organization.  Desmond & Ahern performed the review of the Organization’s annual 

financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2019 and prepared the related federal and state 

nonprofit organization information and tax filings. 

To ensure future sustainability of the Organization, we remain committed to vigilant fiscal 

responsibility in both our spending on programs and administrative expenses while at the same 

time recognizing that future investment gains are not guaranteed.  We as a Board will continue 

to exercise prudent investment policies with the intent, if possible, of producing long-term 

investment gains and having sufficient liquidity to make distributions for program and other 

expenses.   
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KOBE COLLEGE CORPORATION-JAPAN EDUCATION EXCHANGE 

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL RESULTS 
     

  Years ended March 31,    

 2019 2018 2017 2016 

     

Revenue:     

Investment income (loss) 
                 

$    204,371  
 

$    398,544  
 

$    455,970  
             

$    (14,957) 

     

Contributions 
                  

26,084  
           

30,074  
               

32,924  
                  

27,684  

      

Total revenue 
            

230,455  
         

428,618  
               

488,894  
                  

12,727  

     

     

Expenses:     

Programs 
               

245,841  
         

251,153  
            

244,877  
                

175,663  

     

Management & general 
                  

63,498  
           

72,253  
               

73,310  
                  

73,578  

     

Private Foundation taxes 
                    

2,270  
             

6,491  
                 

9,228  
                        

669  

      

Total expenses 
            

311,609  
         

329,897  
               

327,415  
                

249,910  

     

Increase (decrease) in net 
assets 

               
(81,154) 

              
98,721  

               
161,479  

              
(237,183) 

     

Net assets:     

Beginning of fiscal year 
            

4,678,883  
     

4,580,162  
         

4,418,683  
            

4,655,866  

End of fiscal year 
     

$   4,597,729  
  

$   4,678,883  
      

$   4,580,162  
         

$   4,418,683  
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Vice President of Programs 

Cindi SturtzSreetharan  

 

This year KCC JEE had a successful year of continuing our mission to deepen the cultural 

understanding between people in the US and Japan. Our programs continue to thrive, offering 

premiere experiences in Japan and in the US. We were deeply saddened at the loss of our long-

time board member and friend, Mr. Takuzo Ishida.  He will be deeply missed by all for many 

things, including his steady voice, global perspective, and kind heart. Please find the Annual 

Report on all of our outstanding Programs, below. 

 

Internship Committee Report 

Submitted by Kaoru Sugiura, Chair 

 

The Internship Committee is mourning the passing of our faithful leader Tak Ishida.  

Not only did he do the required assignments such as looking for fine organizations and industries 

to take the students in and looking for suitable families to host them, but also he and his wife 

took great responsibility to entertain students during their internships. We as well as the Career 

Center of Kobe College owe him many thanks and miss him greatly. 

 

In Summer 2018, Tomomi Nagayama, Sara Nishimura, Yuki Ota and Tsubasa Eshima were 

chosen by the Career Center of Kobe College to participate in the KC/KCC International 

Internship Program. We are most grateful for the organizations that offered internships; however, 

we who are on Internship Committee know the most challenging task is to locate host families 

whom we can trust and who are willing to accept the students as a part of their family.  

 

We were delighted to have a new internship offered by Mr. Takenaka at JST Sales America, Inc. 

The students who participated in the internships and the names of the organizations in summer 

2018 are as follows:  Tomomi Nagayama, a junior: Anderson Japanese Gardens. After Labor 

Day, due to a decrease in the number of the guests at the Gardens, Tomomi worked for only four 

weeks of August. Sara Nishimura, a junior: Japan America Society of Chicago. Yuki Ota, a 

junior: JST Sales America, Inc. Tsubasa Eshima, a junior: Daikin Applied Development Center. 

 

Kobe College has decided to limit the number of 

interns to a maximum of four each year for four 

weeks during the summer break.  The committee 

agrees it is an ideal number in order to offer the best 

care and be responsible for them. 

 
 

 

from left to right: Haruna Ujino (Rockford University), Yuki 

Ota (JST intern), Nao Silva (former intern at JASC), Tsubasa 

Eshima (Daikin intern), Akiko Jones (Professor at Bowling 

Green U, KC alumna) Mitsugi Fuke (Rockford University) 

and Sara Nishimura (JASC intern), and Dr. Ii. 
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Gottschalk Teacher Program Report  

Submitted by Fumiyo Young, Chair 

 

The team of four Gottschalk Teachers for the 2018/2019 school year was one of the best in recent 

years in terms of the quality and professionalism of their work. Sassy Ma’at and Abbi Mayland, 

in their second year as Gottschalk teachers, welcomed newcomers Crystal Tan and Marina Powers 

to the team in April of 2018. Reports from Yuko Inagaki, the head teacher, indicate how quickly 

the newcomers adapted themselves to their new environment and, along with Sassy and Abbi, did 

excellent work in and out of the classroom. 

 

With Sassy and Abbi making the decision not to extend their terms beyond the initial two years, 

the KCCJEE Recruitment Committee was given the task of searching for qualified candidates to 

recommend to Kobe College High School to fill two Gottschalk Teacher positions for the 2019-

2021 term. The search began on May 31, 2018 with the position opening posting. 32 qualified 

candidates’ applications were accepted by the Committee into the multi-tiered assessment process. 

The Committee chose five finalists for the final interviews and forwarded its findings to Kobe 

College in late August. The Kobe College Board of Trustees voted to approve the hiring of Nikki 

Brueggeman and Anna Engle in September. The two new hires arrived on campus in April, 2019. 

Reports from Okadayama indicate that they are getting adjusted to their students, colleagues, and 

their surroundings just fine. 

 

With the news that Marina Powers will be leaving her position at the end of the current school year 

(2019-2020), the Recruitment Committee began the 2019 Recruitment cycle in June, and will 

complete the assessment and recommendation process by the end of August, 2019.  

 

 

-English Department Welcome Tea Party for Crystal and Marina- 

 

 
 

 
(seated from left:1. Sassy Ma’at, 6. Abbi Mayland, 7. Crystal Tan, 8. Marina Powers,9. Principal Mariko 

Hayashi) 
(standing from left: English Dept. Head Teacher 2. Yuko Inagaki) 
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Graduate Fellowship Committee Report 

Submitted by Cindi SturtzSreetharan, Chair 
 

The 2018-2019 Graduate Fellow, Ms. Vera Hanaoka, is finishing up her Fellowship year in the 

Kansai region.  Ms. Hanaoka affiliated with Kobe College, working closely with Dr. Hajime 

Tateishi from the Faculty of Literatures, Comparative Cultures Concentration. Ms. Hanaoka’s 

research project is entitled “Identity construction of advanced learners of Japanese: Learners’ 

positioning in interaction”. She has been conducting numerous interviews with Japanese (native) 

students and Japanese language learners, trying to understand the kinds of language resources 

Japanese language learners use as their proficiency and level of acculturation increase. Cindi was 

able to meet with Ms. Hanaoka in early June, learning more about her project, the successes and 

the challenges.   

 

The incoming 2019-2020 Graduate Fellowship recipient, Ms. Alicia Foley, 

will also affiliate with Kobe College. Although her affiliation is still being 

processed, we are confident that Ms. Foley will do well at Kobe College, 

pursuing her research interests in the literature and culture of Japan’s Edo 

period (1600 – 1868) with particular focus on popular culture and fan 

activities. Ms. Foley is currently pursuing her PhD in Japanese Literature 

and Cultures at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Please see the 

KCCJEE website for a brief description of Ms. Foley’s interests. 

 

 

Bryant Drake Guest Professorship Committee 

Submitted by Cindi SturtzSreetharan, (Interim) Chair 
 

Dr. Vanessa Ward has been the visiting Drake Guest Professor at Kobe College since this past 

September. She will be finishing up her year at the end of August. Dr. Ward’s research interests 

are focused on Takeda Kiyoko, a well-known Kobe College graduate with deep connections to 

Kobe College as well as intellectualism in Japan. Dr. Ward continues to pursue her questions 

about Takeda-san’s life, meeting with Takeda -san’s son in Tokyo and visiting the family home. 

 

Cindi met with Dr. Ward in early June and learned about her experiences teaching at Kobe 

College. Dr. Ward has enjoyed teaching, interacting, and being a part of Kobe College. Her 

apartment is located within walking distance of Nishinomiya Kita-Guchi train station as well as 

Kobe College. She has enjoyed getting to know students at Kobe College and sparking 

enthusiasm in them regarding Japanese contemporary political and intellectual women leaders.   

 

Currently, the Committee is gearing up for a new Drake Guest Professor search, which will most 

likely begin in late September/early October with a decision made by next Spring (2020). To that 

end, we are delighted to welcome Dr. John Burns (formerly faculty of Spanish at Rockford 

College, currently a visiting faculty at Bard College) as a committee member. Dr. Burns spent 

his sabbatical at Kobe College; thus, we value his recent exposure to Kobe College students as 

much needed input into our application vetting and decision-making process. 
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KCC-JEE High School Essay Contest Committee Report 

Submitted by Angie Gaspar, Chair 

 

This past year the High School Essay Contest Committee decided to do something a little 

different for the 2019 High School Essay Contest prompt. Students were asked to design an 

original logo for our 100-year anniversary in 2020 and explain its significance and how it relates 

to our organization’s history of friendship and education between Japan and the United States. 

The winner was Kaila Nakamura, who graduated in June from Henry M. Gunn High School in 

Palo Alto, California. She spent four weeks in a homestay, studying at the Kyoto Japanese 

Language School. In the fall, she will attend California Polytechnic University San Luis Obispo 

where she will major in music. 

 

I've been having the best few weeks of my life here in Kyoto, Japan. My studies are a bit 

challenging, but I am learning something new every day at a faster rate than I had 

previously. I am doing my best to visit as many popular sightseeing places as possible as 

well! Again, I cannot express how grateful I am for being granted the trip of a lifetime. 

Thank you, KCC-JEE! 

                       -Kaila Nakamura, 2019 High School Essay Contest Winner 

 

 

 
 

 

 

To read Ms. Nakamura’s winning essay and complete reflection, please visit our website at 

https://www.kccjee.org/high-school-essay-contest 

  

Nakamura’s logo 

https://www.kccjee.org/high-school-essay-contest
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Vice President of Administration 

Tami Mizuno 

 

1.  Office Administrator     

Ms. Kanae Takenaka completed her 4th year as KCC office administrator this past July 

25, 2019. She has been performing a great job coordinating the many programs, 

communicating between Kobe College in Japan and KCC in Chicago, as well as being 

responsible for various other duties. KCC greatly appreciates Kanae’s excellent work. 

  

2.    Office Lease 

KCC renewed its lease for the office space with Imperial Realty Company, which will 

cover July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. The monthly rent increased by 2.00% to $593 

per month bringing the total rent for the year to $7,116. 

  

3.    Insurance Coverage 

KCC also renewed coverage for the workers’ compensation and general liability 

insurance policies in 2019. 

  

4.    Internship program in Minnesota 

The Internship at Daikin Applied America, which is an American subsidiary of Daikin 

Industry in Osaka, Japan, was cancelled this year. The internship program could not be 

done without the generous hospitality and Mr. Takuzo Ishida’s devoted coordination. 

Mr. Takuzo Ishida passed away on April 25th, 2019.  

 

 

                     Tami K Mizuno 
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Development Annual Report 

 

At the end of FY2019, we received $26,083.98 in donations, well over our goal of $12,000 and 

just slightly below last year’s total of $30,397.79. Particularly noteworthy were a $10,000 

donation from Yuko Nasu. Thank you to all who donated to make possible our programs, listed 

below. 

 

(BD) KCC-JEE Board Members 2018-2019 

 

 

Staci Ambrose Yoko Iwaki 

Fusako Joan Aochi Terumi Joki 

Cynthia  Behrens Marnie Jorenby (BD) 

Michael Bologna Hiroko Keith 

Lynn Cohee Marjorie Kinsey 

Liv Coleman Manami Kobayashi 

Cathy Davidson Chiko Konishi 

George Drake Takako Koplin 

Fred & Carol  Edmonds Chise  Koyama 

Mary Ewald Rena Harue Kumai 

Yumiko Fujino Sachiko  Matsumoto 

Eric Fulcomer (BD) Teruko Matsumura 

Angela Gaspar (BD) Tami Mizuno (BD) 

Joyce Hartman Etsuko Morris 

Elizabeth Hartung-Cole (BD) Kyoko  Morris 

Kay  Hawbaker Mayumi Naramura 

Yuki Henninger Yuko Nasu 

Reiko Horai Hiroko Nishimura 

ChingFen Hsiao Mari Noda 

Yuko Ishimori Yuki Ohigashi (BD) 

    

    

    



 

12 

 

    

Michiko Okazaki Kaoru Sugiura 

Irene Osuga Makiko Taya 

Elizabeth Pexton Ken  Tornheim (BD) 

Miki Radack Nancy Waichler 

Oleta Revzin Steven  Waichler 

Kyoko  Sagawa Marie Ward 

Makiko Sato Nobuko Wedick 

Midori Sato Roberta  Wollons (BD) 

Randall Smith Michiko Yamaguchi 

Jeanne  Sokolowski (BD)  Yuriko Yanagisawa 

Victor Standberg Naoko Yasumura 

Cindi SturtzSreetharan(BD) Noriko Yoneji 

Go  Sugiura (BD) Fumiyo Young 

James R. Craddock Living Trust 

Northern California Branch Alum Assoc. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(BD) KCC-JEE Board Members 2018-2019 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

2018-2019 
 

OFFICERS 

 

Dr. Roberta Wollons, President 

Ken Tornheim, Vice President, Finance & Treasurer  

Tami Mizuno, Vice President, Administration & Secretary 

Dr. Cindi SturtzSreetharan, Vice President, Programs 

 

 

DIRECTORS 

 

Angela Gaspar 

Dr. Eric Fulcomer 

Elizabeth Hartung-Cole 

Takuzo Ishida 

Dr. Marnie Jorenby 

Dr. Yuki Ohigashi 

Jeanne Sokolowski 

Go Sugiura 

 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Georgene Corbitt 

Masaru Funai 

Dr. Pat Gottschalk 
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MEMO 


