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November 19, 2019 

 

Dear Japanese Language Teacher: 

 

Greetings from Kobe College Corporation-Japan Education Exchange. We are a non-profit 

organization based in Chicago whose mission centers on providing opportunities for improving 

cross-cultural communication between Japan and the United States. We will be celebrating our 

100-year anniversary in 2020 and have enjoyed a strong relationship during that time with Kobe 

College, located in Nishinomiya, Japan. 

 

One of our programs may be of interest to you: our annual High School Essay Contest. High 

school students, who will have completed at least one year of formal Japanese language 

instruction; who will be 16 years of age by June 1, 2020 and who have not previously traveled to 

Japan are eligible to enter. The winner will receive a free trip to Japan, with a one-month 

homestay and language instruction at the Kyoto Japanese Language School in the summer 

of 2020. 

 

The contest involves writing a 500-word (or fewer) essay in English. The prompt is:  Choose a 

current event from September 2019 and January 2020. If you were living in Japan with a host 

family when this story broke, how would you use the story as a springboard to discussing 

cultural differences, the global economy, or US-Japan relations? What would you want to talk 

about or ask your host family? What do you think your host family’s perspective or opinion 

would be? Summarize the story briefly (in 50 words or fewer) and then elaborate on the dialogue 

that would follow. 

 

We would be very pleased if you would display the enclosed flyer in your classroom or other 

visible location so that interested students can learn of this opportunity. Applications can be 

found on our website, along with previous winners’ essays, reflections, and photos. Materials 

must be submitted by email. This year’s deadline is February 3, 2020. 

 

You and your students can find more information about our organization and programs on our 

website at www.kccjee.org. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.  

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Angie Gaspar 

Chair, High School Essay Contest 

Kobe College Corporation-Japan Education Exchange                                                      
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