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Mission 
 

To inspire positive relationships among Kobe College, Japan, and the 

United States by providing distinctive educational opportunities. 

 

 

Vision 

 

Provide premier programs and services to enhance the participation of 

American and Japanese women and men in our global society.  

Further, to continue our historical association with Kobe Jogakuin 

through mutual cooperation, recognizing a common interest in 

education and cross-cultural pursuits to empower faculty and student 

participation in a global society. 
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Message from the Chancellor of Kobe College 

Dr. Ken Ii 

 

As always, it is my pleasure to send my greetings to you, especially in this year when you will be 

celebrating the 100th Anniversary of KCC-JEE’s founding. My entire faculty members and staff 

join me in sending our most sincere “Congratulations” to you for this special occasion! Also, let 

me express my deepest gratitude for your relentless support for Kobe College through these 100 

years, despite challenging and difficult circumstances from time to time, such as COVID-19. I 

am painfully aware of many around the world who have been suffering through the epidemic, 

and my sincere prayers are for each one of them.  

Kobe College was no exception in making necessary adjustments in compliance with the 

mandate issued by the government in March. The High School graduation had to be re-scheduled 

on February 28th, when a total of 139 students graduated. About 70% of them have been 

accepted at colleges and universities pursuing higher education, mostly in medicine and natural 

sciences. 

Although we could not hold graduation ceremonies for the Junior High School and the 

University Department, 143 and 628 students respectively graduated from these departments. We 

are blessed to see these students moving on to the next stage of their lives, and I wish them all 

the very best. 

In April, we welcomed new students to the Junior High School and the University department, 

143 and 649 respectively. Thus, we are maintaining the same level of student enrollment.   

In 2025, we will be celebrating our 150th Anniversary, and we are busy in preparing for the 

celebration. With the help of Dr. Marjorie Kinsey, one of KCC-JEE’s former Board members, 

and Dr. Eiko Itoh, professor emeritus of Kobe College, we selected its theme, “Bridging 

Generations: 150 Years of Excellence in Women's Education." The theme is also a reference 

to a letter written by Dr. Charlotte B. DeForest, the Chancellor of the school, to the members of 

KCC in 1930. It was the time when she was in the midst of a major project of moving its campus 

to Okadayama.  

In the letter, she wrote: “You and we are building bridges over which the young people of the 

future will walk to the building of the better society and the better world that you and we are 

seeing in our prophetic hours.” 

Despite of the unprecedented challenges we are facing with Corona Virus, we are determined to 

fulfill the same Mission that Dr. DeForest and her friends in KCC were called to achieve some 

90 years ago. I trust that you will be a part of our efforts to respond to this noble calling. 

I am most anxious to seeing you all in person, when the dark cloud hanging over us may clear, 

and pray that it will be soon. 

 

Dr. Ken Ii 

Chancellor & President of the Board of Trustees  
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Message from the President 

Dr. Roberta Wollons 

 

This has been a very difficult year for everyone, as the world has come to a halt due to the 

Covid19 pandemic. The consequences to individuals and families regarding health, work, and 

education are as yet incalculable. Here at KCC-JEE our hearts go out to the millions of families 

that have been the hardest hit by illness and economic collapse. We also honor essential workers 

who have done so much to care for the sick and keep the essential services going, allowing us to 

be at home and safe. We are grateful to those brave souls as we wait for the end of this global 

calamity.   

 

As you all know, this year is our 100th anniversary and in honor of this long history we had 

planned a lovely celebration in Chicago with friends past and present. We had to cancel that plan 

for this year, but we are hopeful that next year, 2021, we will celebrate both our 100th and 101st 

anniversaries! 

 

Despite the dire circumstances, our programs continue to thrive as has our financial health. 

While our financial situation looked grim in March with the steep downturn in the stock market, 

we have recovered since then and by August the endowment had returned to pre-pandemic 

levels. For this we are grateful and feel confident that we remain financially stable.  

 

Our Annual Meeting this year will take place via Zoom on September 12. While it will not be the 

gala we planned, the benefit of meeting remotely means more people will be able to join us who 

otherwise could not travel to Chicago. We are inviting program participants in Japan and 

America to send us video greetings, thereby joining us for the first time. We expect to have a 

wonderful gathering of people in this new online forum.   

 

Our programs, the heart of our organization, have continued even with limited travel this 

summer. We are happy to say that the two new Gottschalk teachers, Rebecca D. and Genesis C., 

were able to get to Japan and start on time, greeted by Anna E. and Marina P. who continued 

from last year. The Essay Contest winner, Jaden Martinez, a high school senior from Texas, will 

postpone her summer language course until next year, when two winners will go together. 

Understandably we had to postpone this summer’s KC Internship program. Our current Graduate 

Fellow, Alicia Foley, was able to use the libraries in Japan until they closed. Our new Graduate 

Fellow, Shannon Welch, will travel to Japan when it becomes safe to do so. At this writing, the 

Bryant Drake Guest Professor is in the process of being decided and we should know who that 

will be by September.  

 

As always, I owe a deep debt of gratitude and appreciation to our Board of Directors whose 

commitment to the mission and vision of KCC-JEE is generous and sustaining. And to Kanae 

Takenaka, our office administrator, without whom we could not do this work. 

 

We look forward to seeing new and familiar faces via Zoom at the 100th meeting of KCC-JEE. 

 

Dr. Roberta Wollons 

President, KCC- JEE  
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Vice President of Finance & Treasurer 

Ken Tornheim 
 

KCC-JEE’s financial position declined during fiscal year ended March 31, 2020 with a decrease 

in its net assets of approximately $(605,000). As shown in the summarized financial results on 

page 5, the Organization had an overall investment loss for the year of approximately $(305,000) 

resulting from the significant drop in the equity stock markets and related stock market volatility 

starting in late February 2020 in reaction to the global pandemic. This marked the 1st year since 

the close of the fiscal year ended March 31, 2012 that the Organization finished its year with a 

net asset balance under $4 million. The stock markets showed their upward resilience starting in 

late March 2020. Consequently, as of June 30, 2020, the Organization recovered most of its 

investment losses and ended the month with a net asset balance of approximately $4.5 million. 

The Organization remains reliant on strong stock market results in order to generate an increase 

in its net assets while maintaining its program at the current level.   

The Organization once again satisfied its 5% distribution rule as a private non-operating 

foundation whereby it must distribute 5% of the value of the net investment assets annually in 

the form of program and certain eligible administrative expenses.   

The Organization received total contributions of $17,534 for the year. This includes $10,724 

from KC graduates living in North America. We are most grateful for the generosity and support, 

which is essential for KCC-JEE to continue its programs and carry out its mission. Our most 

sincere “Thank you” to each and every supporter of the Organization.  

The Organization’s investment portfolio is managed by the investment management firm of 

William Blair. William Blair, founded in 1935 and based in Chicago, is a global investment 

banking and asset management firm.     

The CPA firm of Desmond & Ahern, Ltd. was once again appointed as the accounting firm for 

the Organization. Desmond & Ahern performed the review of the Organization’s annual 

financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2020 and prepared the related federal and state 

nonprofit organization information and tax filings. 

To ensure future sustainability of the Organization, we remain committed to vigilant fiscal 

responsibility in both our spending on programs and administrative expenses while at the same 

time recognize that future investment gains are not guaranteed. We as a Board will continue to 

exercise prudent investment policies with the intent if possible, to produce long-term investment 

gains and have sufficient liquidity to make distributions for program and other expenses.   
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KOBE COLLEGE CORPORATION-JAPAN EDUCATION EXCHANGE 

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL RESULTS 

      

  Years ended March 31    

     2020     2019       2018     2017 

     

Revenue:     

Investment income (loss)  $ (304,579)  $ 204,371   $ 398,544   $ 455,970  

     

Contributions   
                 

17,534  
              

26,084  
              

30,074  
               

32,924  

      

Total revenue 
          

(287,045) 
        

230,455  
            

428,618  
               

488,894  

     

     

Expenses:     

Programs 
               

236,135  
           

245,841  
            

251,153  
            

244,877  

     

Management & general 
                 

83,719  
              

63,498  
              

72,253  
               

73,310  

     
Private Foundation taxes 

(benefit) 
                  

(1,618) 
                

2,270  
                

6,491  
                 

9,228  

      

Total expenses 
            

318,236  
        

311,609  
            

329,897  
               

327,415  

     
Increase (decrease) in net 
assets 

             
(605,281) 

            
(81,154) 

                 
98,721  

               
161,479  

     

Net assets:     

Beginning of fiscal year 
            

4,597,729  
        

4,678,883  
         

4,580,162  
         

4,418,683  

     

End of fiscal year  $ 3,992,448  
 

$ 4,597,729   $ 4,678,883   $ 4,580,162  
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Vice President of Programs 

Cindi SturtzSreetharan  

 

This past year (2019-2020) has been an interesting year for all of us, including KCCJEE. We are 

incredibly pleased that our 5 highly unique Programs -- Internship, Gottschalk Teachers, Bryant 

Drake Guest Professorship, Graduate Fellowship, and High School Essay Contest -- were 

successfully engaged this past year. The premiere experiences and opportunities allow people to 

engage with Japan or the US in meaningful ways. While we cannot predict what this current year 

holds, we are determined to support our Programs and more importantly, support the people who 

engage in them. We hope that you will continue to support KCCJEE and our Programs. 

Remember: You can designate your financial support to a specific Program or to spread equally 

across all of them.   

 

 

Internship Committee Report 

Submitted by Kaoru Sugiura, Chair 

 

In 2019 – 2020, we offered two positions to Kobe College students: Japan America Society of 

Chicago and JST Sales America Inc. The students came to Chicago in August and stayed four 

weeks and then attended the Annual Meeting. 

 

Japan America Society of Chicago 

Student: Urara Yamaguchi 

Host: Mr. Mitsukuni Baba 

Host Families: John and Stephanie Phelan 

Coordinator: Kay Sugiura 

 

JST Sales America Inc. 

Student: Sakura Nakamura 

Host: Mr. Hirofumi Takenaka 

Host Families: Ken and Naoko Tornheim and 

Patti Carrington 

Coordinator: Ken Tornheim 

 
The students told us that the program was quite challenging to them, but both had rich 

experiences at the companies as well as at their home stays. Sakura Nakamura recently wrote a 

happy note to me that she was offered employment by JST in Japan and will start working from 

April 2021. 

 

 

Gottschalk Teacher Program Report  

Submitted by Elizabeth Hartung-Cole, Co-Chair 

 

In this challenging time for education in general and our Gottschalk Teachers in particular, all 

have worked wonderfully together to maintain quality education for Kobe College High School 

(KCHS) students. 

From left to right Sakura Nakamura (JST intern), Dr. 
Ken Ii (KC chancellor), Urara Yamaguchi (JASC intern), 
Hatsune Nakanishi (Rockford University) 
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In April 2019, the two new teachers, Nikki B. and Anna E., became familiar with the students, 

teachers, and routines. Ms. Inagaki from KCHS wrote about how eagerly Crystal T. and Marina 

P. supported their new colleagues. Later in the year, Crystal and Nikki tirelessly coached 

students for the Presentation Contest sponsored by the Senior English Speaking Society. The 

team won first place! 

 

During the summer, the Gottschalk Teacher 

Recruitment Committee began searching 

for Marina’s replacement. We were 

fortunate to have Abbi Mayland join us in 

this important work after completing her 

two-year appointment as a Gottschalk 

Teacher in the KCHS English Department 

in March. Her insights on KCHS teachers 

and students were invaluable. With the 

expert assistance of Ms. Kanae Takenaka, 

the committee reviewed applications, 

conducted phone interviews, and invited the 

five finalists to Chicago for an in-person 

interview and a short demo lesson. All were 

recorded over Zoom in case we wanted to 

review the answers or lessons.  

 

In September, the committee received word that Crystal T. decided not to extend her contract 

and Nikki B. felt the need to return home due to a family death. Because the committee had 

chosen five very strong candidates, we had the pleasure of offering three contracts! 

Unfortunately, one had to withdraw; however, at that point we were overjoyed when Marina 

decided to extend her contract for another year. As a result, at the end of March, Marina and 

Anna welcomed new teachers Rebecca D. and Genesis C. Both are highly qualified, have lived 

and taught in Japan previously, and are very enthusiastic about their new positions at KCHS.  

 

 

Graduate Fellowship Committee Report 

Submitted by Cindi SturtzSreetharan, Chair 

 

We are excited to announce our 2020-2021 Graduate Fellow, Ms. Shannon 

Welch. Her PhD research project is entitled “Ambiguous Borders Between 

Immigration and Imperialism: Reconceptualizing Postcolonial Studies 

through Japanese-Brazilian Immigrant Literature.” Her project examines 

Japanese-Brazilian immigrant literature, which includes texts about both 

Japanese immigration to Brazil in the early twentieth century and return 

migration of Japanese-Brazilians to Japan since the late 1980s. She focuses 

particularly on how literary works picture the identity of the Japanese 

diaspora in Brazil and to what extent past and ongoing ideas about 

Japanese imperialism influenced these understandings of the community. 

March 2020: Marina and Inagaki-sensei 
planned an American Graduation Ceremony 
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She also analyzes how the narratives represent the complexity of individuals in the diaspora 

whose experiences vary due to their gendered and generational differences.    

 

Ms. Welch will affiliate with Waseda University. We look forward to hearing about her work 

and findings as she engages with her research topic, mentors, and materials. 

 

The 2019-2020 Graduate Fellow, Ms. Alicia Foley, is finishing up her 

Fellowship year in the Kanto region. Ms Foley affiliated with Kobe 

College splitting her time between the Kansai and Kanto regions. Her 

research looks at the concept of “fans” and fandom culture in Edo 

period Japan. In particular, she examines how the mutable nature of 

popular narratives, which allowed them to be reinterpreted and 

recreated multiple times through plays, prose fiction, comics, games, 

and parodies, resembles the fluidity of canon in modern fandom 

communities, where popular texts (TV shows, movies, books, etc.) are 

constantly reclaimed and reworked by fans. Additionally, she 

investigates the ways in which audience and fan feedback contributed to the fluidity of these 

narratives, as content producers responded to audience reactions. Ms Foley has focused on two 

specific works related to the popular narrative commonly known as Chūshingura: Chūshingura 

ana sagashi yanagidaru,( c.a. 1830’s), an illustrated collection of senryū related to the 

Chūshingura story, and Kiku no en tsuki no shiranami, (1821), a kabuki play starring a minor 

villain from Chūshingura. By accessing archives in Japan, at Kakimori Bunko, The National 

Diet Library, and the Waseda Tsubouchi Memorial Theater Museum, she hopes to complete two 

major portions of her thesis.  

 

Ms. Foley’s work was somewhat disrupted by the pandemic situation but she was able to 

establish residence in Tokyo and access digital materials, thus making progress on her research.  

 

 

Bryant Drake Guest Professorship Committee 

Submitted by Cindi SturtzSreetharan, (Interim) Chair 

 

The BDGP added a Committee member, Dr. John Burns who is currently on faculty at Bard 

College (New York), formerly a Spanish language faculty at Rockford College. He recently 

spent his sabbatical at Kobe Jogakuin, and as such brings a wealth of knowledge to the 

committee. 

This year, the Committee concerned itself with recruitment for the BDGP visiting faculty in 

Global Studies Program which is housed in the English Faculty. You can read about what they 

do: https://www.kobe-c.ac.jp/english/en/course/global_c.html. They sought someone with 

expertise in Leadership or Administration Policy to teach courses such as Leadership Studies, 

Artificial Intelligence related subjects, Comparative Education, or Administration, Planning and 

Policy.  

 

There were 10 complete applications for the Bryant Drake Guest Professor (BDGP) position. 

The committee, composed of Roberta Wollons, John Burns, Liv Coleman, and Cindi 

https://www.kobe-c.ac.jp/english/en/course/global_c.html
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SturtzSreetharan, ultimately interviewed two of the candidates and a summary of the strengths 

and weaknesses was prepared and sent to KC English Faculty Lead (Dr. Matsuo) in February.  

Of note: On August 31, 2019, the income tax law changed due to agreements between the US 

and Japan. No longer can US citizens earn salary in Japan tax free. As of Aug. 31, 2019, US 

citizens earning a salary in Japan will need to pay either Japanese tax or US tax. 

 

 

KCC-JEE High School Essay Contest Committee Report 

Submitted by Angie Gaspar, Chair 

 

The KCC-JEE High School Essay Contest, since 1997, has been providing the opportunity for 

American high school students, age 16 and older and who are studying Japanese, to submit an 

essay in under 500 words, responding to a prompt for the chance to win an award. The award 

includes roundtrip airfare, full tuition for a four-week Japanese language study program, as well 

as room and board in a homestay in Kyoto, Japan for four weeks in the summer.  

 

The 2020 winner is Jaden Martinez, a rising senior at 

Ronald Reagan High School in San Antonio, Texas. Her 

essay discussed the attitude towards childcare in Japan 

compared to the United States. It was inspired by an 

article published in NHK in January 2020 about how the 

Environmental Minister, Shinjiro Koizumi, shocked Japan 

when he announced he would stay home for two weeks 

after the birth of his child.  

 

The winning essay was selected out of 40 other entries 

from 18 different states. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Ms. Martinez deferred the award a year and will attend 

the Kyoto Japanese Language School for four weeks 

during the summer of 2021.   

 

Many thanks to our judges: current board member and former 

Gottschalk teacher, Elizabeth Hartung-Cole, former board member and Gottschalk teacher, Lynn 

Cohee, and former Gottschalk teacher, Oleta Revzin, as well as the 2011 High School Essay 

Contest winner, Casey Farrington. A big thank you also goes to our office administrator, Kanae 

Takenaka, who is a tremendous help in overseeing the contest.  

 

Please visit our website to read the winning essay: https://www.kccjee.org/high-school-essay-

contest We will start advertising for the 2021 High School Essay Contest in November so check 

our website then for details. 

 

  

Jaden Martinez 

about:blank
about:blank
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From left to right: 
Back: Angie Gasper, Elizabeth Hartung-Cole, 
Go Sugiura, Tami Mizuno, Eric Fulcomer 
Center: Ken Tornheim, Toyoko Kodama, 
Liv Coleman, Yuki Ohigashi 
Front: Roberta Wollons, Cindi SturtzSreetharan, 
and Dr. Ken Ii, KC Chancellor 

KCC JEE Board Members 2019 
 

Vice President of Administration 

Tami Mizuno 

 

 

1.     Office Administrator     

Ms. Kanae Takenaka completed her 5th year as KCC JEE office administrator this past July 25, 

2020. She has been performing the job of coordinating the five programs, communicating 

between Kobe College in Japan and KCC JEE in Chicago, as well as being responsible for 

various administrative duties under the difficult environment with Covid-19.  

KCC JEE greatly appreciates Kanae’s excellent work. 

  

 

2.     Office Lease 

KCC JEE renewed its lease for the office space with Imperial Realty Company, which will cover 

July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. The monthly rent increased by 1.72% to $593 per month 

bringing the total rent for the year to $7,116. 

  

 

3.     Insurance Coverage 

KCC JEE also renewed coverage for the workers’ compensation and general liability insurance 

policies in 2020. 
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Vice President of Development 

Eric Fulcomer 

 

We received $17,534.34 in gifts during the FY2020 year. This exceeded our goal of $12,000 but 

was less than the $26,083.98 that we raised last year. Thank you to all who donated to make our 

programs possible: donors during FY2020 are listed below. 

Staci Ambrose    Etsuko Morris  
Fusako Aochi    Harumi Nakano  
Michael  Bologna    Mayumi Naramura  
Lynn  Cohee    Richard Niemiec  
Liv Coleman (BD)   Hiroko Nishimura  
Georgene Corbitt    Mari Noda  
Masako Essick    Yuki  Ohigashi (BD) 

Yumiko Fujino    Michiko  Okazaki  
Eric Fulcomer (BD)   Irene Osuga  
Angela Gaspar (BD)   Elizabeth  Pexton  
Edward  Grant    Miki Radack  
Joyce Hartman    Oleta Revzin  
Elizabeth  Hartung-Cole (BD)   Kyoko Sagawa  
Ching  Hashio    Yoko Sakata  
Kay Hawbaker    Yasuko Sanborn  
Yukiko Henninger    Makiko Sato  
Takako Hirota    Midori Sato  
Reiko Horai    Jeff  Sebek  
Yuko Ishimori    Victor Strandberg  
Marnie Jorenby    Go Sugiura (BD) 

Hiroko Keith    Kay Sugiura  
Marjorie Kinsey    Makiko Taya  
Manami Kobayashi    Joki Terumi  
Toyoko Kodama (BD)   Dave Therkelsen  
Takako Koplin    Ken Tornheim (BD) 

Harue  Kumai    Steven Waichler  
Elizabeth  Losa    Nobuko Wedick  
Sachiko Matsumoto    Miho Wofford  
Teruko Matsumura    Roberta  Wollons (BD) 

Abbi Mayland (BD)   Michiko  Yamaguchi  
Yuriko Miyazaki    Yuriko Yanagisawa  
Tami Mizuno (BD)   Noriko Yoneji  
Kyoko Morris    Fumiyo Young  
Northern California Branch Alum Assoc. Follet  

(BD) KCC-JEE Board Members 2019-2020 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

2019-2020 
 

 

 

OFFICERS 

 

Dr. Roberta Wollons (1997-), President 

Ken Tornheim (2012-), Vice President, Finance & Treasurer  

Tami Mizuno (2014-), Vice President, Administration & Secretary 

Dr. Cindi SturtzSreetharan (2003-2008, 2012-), Vice President, Programs 

Dr. Eric Fulcomer (2018-), Vice President, Development 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS 

 

Dr. Liv Coleman (2019-) 

Angela Gaspar (2006-) 

Elizabeth Hartung-Cole (2018-) 

Toyoko Kodama (2019-) 

Abbi Mayland (2019-) 

Dr. Yuki Ohigashi (2013-) 

Go Sugiura (2007-) 

 

 

 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Georgene Corbitt 

Masaru Funai 

Dr. Pat Gottschalk 
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