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Letter from the President: Dr. Roberta Wollons 
 

I hope this finds you and your loved ones safe and 
healthy in these days of Coronavirus. It has been a 
difficult time for all of us, here and around the world, 
still unsure of what the future will bring. For this 
reason, we have cancelled our September 100th 
Anniversary Celebration. While we are disappointed, 

the Board felt that the state of the national health was too uncertain, with no 
clear end in sight.  It is only postponed, though, and we are planning to 
enthusiastically celebrate 101 years of our relationship to Kobe College in 
September 2021! 
 

Our programs are ongoing but altered for this summer. This year’s Essay Contest 
winner, Jaden Martinez from San Antonio, Texas, will defer her award and travel 
to Japan in the summer of 2021 with next year’s winner, which may be an added 
benefit to both of them. Jaden’s winning essay is on our website.  
 

Similarly, KC students will postpone summer visits where they ordinarily stay with 
host families and observe in a place of business. As life returns to normal we will 
again bring KC students here for more memorable and rewarding summer 
experiences.   
 

Our Graduate Fellow this year is Shannon Welch, a Ph.D. student at University of 
California at San Diego, doing research on Japanese-Brazilian immigrant 
literature. She will begin her fellowship in the Fall, as soon as flying and doing 
research in Japan becomes safe again.  
 

At the High School, two new Gottschalk Teachers, Genesis Clark-Inman and 
Rebecca Daum, arrived safely in March and began teaching the beginning of April. 
The High School has been closed due to Covid 19 and the teachers are working 
remotely, but everyone is adjusting well. They expect to open up slowly in June.  
 

Finally, the English Department at KC is now deciding on the next Bryant Drake 
Professor. We should be able to make that announcement soon.  
 

On behalf of the KCC-JEE Board of Directors, stay safe and healthy and from our 
hearts we thank you for your continuing support of our commitment to education 
and to our partners at Kobe College.  
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   Congratulations to the 2020 High School Essay Contest Winner 

The 2020 KCC-JEE High School Essay Contest Committee is proud to present 

this year’s winner, Jaden Martinez. Jaden is a junior at Ronald Reagan High 

School in San Antonio, Texas. She enjoys writing, anime, and fencing. She will 

spend four weeks studying at the Kyoto Japanese Language School during the 

summer of 2021. You can read her winning essay on our website at 

https://www.kccjee.org/high-school-essay-contest  

 

 

 

                Alicia Foley, 2019- 2020 Graduate Fellowship 

Alicia’s research project, Masterless Texts: Chūshingura, Intermediality, and 

the Culture of Fan Service in Early Modern Japan, touches on “fans” and 

fandom culture during the Edo period. Using two different texts, 

Chūshingura: Chūshingura ana sagashi yanagidaru and Kiku no en tsuki no 

shiranami, Alicia is researching how these popular stories and characters have 

been continuously retold again and again. In addition, she is looking at hiiki, 

or “fan clubs” for kabuki actors. In November, Alicia presented a poster at the 

43rd Annual Conference on Japanese Literature, and although the global 

pandemic has disrupted some of Alicia’s plans, she is still hoping to present at 

the Asian Studies Conference Japan (ASCJ) in 2021. Her research project for 

KCC-JEE is a part of her PhD dissertation which she will be finishing in the 

summer of 2021.   

   

 

  Postponed: Celebrating KCC-JEE 100th Anniversary 

 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2021!           

 

 

about:blank
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Charlotte B. DeForest and the Rise of Missionary 

Cosmopolitanism in U.S.-Japan Relations 
 

Noriko K. Ishii  

Sophia University  

May 5, 2020 

Charlotte B. DeForest has been the central focus of my current book 

project on women’s roles in the rise of missionary cosmopolitanism during 

the first half of the twentieth century in the context of U.S.-Japan relations. 

She Fascinates me for several reasons. First, DeForest 

demonstrated innovative creativity when she imagined ways to reconcile 

different religions, nationalisms, and race when the United States and 

Japan went into war. The most amazing evidence of her imagination that I 

see as an example of “aspirational cosmopolitanism” took place when she 

worked as an interpreter in the military hearings of Japanese-Americans at 

Manzanar Japanese-American internment camp during the Second World 

War. When the loyalty of Japanese-Americans to the United States was 

questioned, she managed to convince U.S. Army officials that Japanese ancestral worship and their 

respect for the emperor were similar to the respect for saints in the Catholic Church. Through this 

radical notion, she successfully educated these military officials in ecumenical understandings of 

different religions when most of the general American public believed otherwise. Furthermore, when 

she learned of the U.S. atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, she made another radical leap by 

announcing that she was “supernational,” not belonging to any man-made nation-state, but only 

belonging to God’s Kingdom; a concept that she had learned from Japanese-Christian leaders in prewar 

Japan. 

Second, the case study of DeForest’s thoughts and activisms offers us a window to explore the 

transformation of the American religious landscape and the rise of the Christian ecumenical movement 

in the twentieth century. In terms of the history of the foreign missionary movement, the 1920s 

became a turning point in which most of the women’s missionary boards were forced to merge with the 

male-dominated denominational boards. Past scholarship has interpreted this as a decline in female 

authority and attributed the decline to waning missionary interests during the First World War, the 

professionalization of the women’s foreign missionary movement, and the fundamentalist-modernist 

controversy. From this vantage point, I find the transpacific organizations of Kobe College Corporation 

(KCC) in Chicago and Kobe College Foundation (KCF) in Kobe in the 1920s as an amazing 
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accomplishment that was rare and not well known in the history of women’s foreign missionary 

enterprises. I argue that this was not only an ingenious method of survival for women’s authority, but 

also an amalgamation of local, national, and international demands in which the transnational Christian 

networks worked together for “international goodwill and friendship” to relocate and expand Kobe 

College to the new Okadayama campus despite tensions in competing imperialisms and the global 

economic crisis of the Great Depression. The accomplishment of the million-dollar transpacific 

expansion campaign and the dedication of the new Okadayama campus in 1934, only one year after the 

Manchurian Incident, suggests the resilience of the transnational ecumenical movement and the active 

participation of Japanese-Christians, both male and female, in making such an accomplishment possible. 

Finally, the case study of DeForest opens another window into the scholarship of the 

transnational missionary movement because DeForest was an example of the so-called “mish-kid,” born 

and raised in the mission field; thereby shaping hybrid bicultural identity that often fostered fluid 

mobility between the two cultures and new, innovative ways of understanding diverse cultures. Despite 

the fact that numerous missionary children were born and raised in Asia and had a profound impact on 

postwar American diplomacy and in shaping multicultural understandings in postwar liberal Christianity, 

as David A. Hollinger pointed out in his 2017 book, their roles are still understudied. DeForest was a 

missionary daughter born and raised in Japan. Perhaps this explains her radical imaginations to 

transcend differences in religions, race, gender, and nationalism to shape her visions of aspirational 

cosmopolitanism that she shared and passed onto new generations of Asian-Christian women. 

In sum, DeForest’s wartime imaginations of aspirational cosmopolitanism, the survival of 

women’s authority, and the transnational ecumenical movement in the establishment of the two 

transpacific organizations of KCC and KCF, and DeForest’s role as a missionary daughter with hybrid 

bicultural identity are the primary reasons for my book project on DeForest and women’s roles in the 

rise of twentieth-century missionary cosmopolitanism in the context of U.S.-Japan relations. 

 

 

Noriko Ishii is Professor of North American History and Chair of the Department 

of English Studies at Sophia University in Tokyo, Japan. She served as a visiting 

scholar at the American Studies Program of Harvard University from May 2019 to 

March 2020. She is the author of American Women Missionaries at Kobe College: 

New Dimensions in Gender, 1873-1909 (Routledge, 2004). Her articles and book 

chapters have appeared in the Journal of American-East Asian Relations and 

Global Histories, among others. Her current book project is a study of women’s 

role in the transnational Protestant ecumenical movement and the development 

of Christian cosmopolitanism in the context of U.S.-Japan relations from the turn 

of the century to US postwar occupation of Japan. 
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Former Gottschalk/Missionary Teacher Profile: Misa Sugiura 

Misa Sugiura taught English at Kobe College High School from 1992-1995. Her 

parents, Go and Kay Sugiura, have been active board members of KCC-JEE. She 

is the award-winning author of two young adult novels, This Time Will Be 

Different and It’s Not Like it’s a Secret. We caught up with her at the National 

Book Festival and in a recent phone chat. 

When did you first realize you wanted to write? 

When my younger son was going into 1st grade, I decided that I was going to 

try and write short stories or do freelance for magazines. One day I picked up 

a book in the teen section of the library and read it just for fun. It occurred to 

me that I knew the people in this book because I had an understanding of 

teenagers, having taught them. After that, I read a bunch of young adult novels to see what was out there, 

and I didn’t see the cross section of LGBTQ and Asian kids. Those were two populations that I especially 

connected with when I was a high school teacher in California. I just didn’t see the lives of the kids I taught 

in the books I was reading and that was what directed me toward the topics I address in my books.  

How long does it usually take you to write a book? 

For me it takes about 9-12 months to draft a book from beginning to end. 

Do you have any writing quirks or rituals? Do you have an old typewriter or a special hat you wear?  

I have gotten into the habit of making myself a cup of tea before I write. That is the only ritual I have. If I get 

stuck, it’s easier for me to get unstuck if I write by hand; it feels less permanent. When I am revising, if I hit 

a snag, I print out two or three pages that are giving me trouble and scribble things out. Being able to see 

everything makes me feel safer, maybe because it’s not lost – it’s just that visceral, satisfaction of crossing 

something out.  

You were a Gottschalk teacher for KCC-JEE. Can you tell us a little about that experience? 

It was in 1992-1995, before it was called the Gottschalk Program. I think I was the first Asian-American 

teacher there. It was really fun for me because everyone on the staff spoke to me in Japanese; I was lucky 

because I understood enough already. At one point, the trampoline club had to shut down for some reason 

and the girls came to me and said, ‘We still want to have a club, can we make a swim club and you be in 

charge of it?’ It was great getting to know the girls outside the classroom.  

The earthquake happened at the end of my time there. I was the one of the last teachers to live in the 

Kenwood House. I really appreciated living in that beautiful old house. The earthquake disrupted 

everything, but I stayed through until the end of my term. 
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Did any of the students you taught either in Japan or California trickle their way into your books through 

different characters? 

I think people always have students they remember who stick out for a variety of reasons. I sometimes 

model my physical descriptions after girls from Kobe Jogakuin. 

There was a group of girls in my first book that I modeled after several girls I taught in California. I got to 

know their personalities pretty well and I modelled characters after that core group.  

What is a difficult question that you are often asked?  

I often get asked by audiences, ‘Where do you get your ideas?’ That is hard to answer. I say I watch movies, 

I read books, and I pay attention to people. I work really hard to discover a way to find stories in those 

things. Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t. Everyone is expecting a clear answer. ‘I am inspired 

by….’ 

Can you tell us a little about your third book you’re currently working on? 

It is a light and fun romantic comedy and it’s going to be about two girls. I am 

leaning into all the romantic comedy tropes.  

If you weren’t a writer, what would you want to be doing?  

I love teaching. I probably would go back to the classroom.  

Have you ever had an editor want to make fundamental changes that you 

disagreed with? 

No, the opposite! My last two books have been giant messes. I had characters and a plot but the heart of 

the character and what is driving them was amorphous and my editor was able to say, ‘I think this is what 

you’re trying to write about.’ She reads my mind. 

You have a story in a new anthology, ‘Come on In’ stories about immigration, that will come out in 

October. Can you give us a sneak peek?  

Yes. It’s an anthology of immigrant stories by immigrants or the children of immigrants. The editor decided 

to put it together in light of all the anti-immigrant sentiment that has happened in the last four years. My 

story is a series of vignettes, flashbacks from a girl in college and the way in which she has come to terms 

with the self-hatred. The arc is one of starting from a place of shame and moving towards a place of 

acceptance that maybe there is never a way of fitting in 100%, but there is a way to embrace both cultures.  

To read the full interview, please visit our website at www.kccjee.org. You can read more about Misa 

Sugiura on her website at http://www.misasugiura.com/about-me at or follow her on Twitter at 

https://twitter.com/misallaneous1  

Misa’s first and second book 

about:blank
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In Memorium: Yuko Nasu 

 Yuko Nasu was born on January 1st, 1924, as the youngest child of 

six. She graduated from Kobe College Music Department in 1944. She 

came to the U.S. in the late 1950s, following her sister, Mieko, who had 

taught in the Kobe College Music Department. 

Both Mieko and Yuko dedicated their lives to music education for 

the children and young adults, Mieko on piano and Yuko on violin. Some 

of their students are active today as professional musicians in Japan and 

Europe, some as renowned orchestra members, and others as music 

educators. Every member of the Grammy Award winning “Ing Quartet” 

started their music education with the Nasu sisters. Yuko was a multi-

talented woman. She was an expert in Japanese calligraphy, as well as Japanese fabric artwork, and taught 

it to children in the Chicago area for some time. 

Both Mieko and Yuko were regular and generous donors to Kobe College, as well as to KCC-JEE for many 

years. 

Yuko was blessed with good health most of her life until a few months before her passing. She broke 

her hip bone and was hospitalized for surgery and recuperation. Unfortunately, she was never able to come 

home from the hospital. 

She passed away on October 24th, 2019, at the age of 95. She is greatly missed.                    – Go Sugiura 

 

 

                              

 

 
                     

                                          

                                  1950 Alumnae Day at KC 
                                                                                   (10/11/1950) 

 

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/KCCJEE/ 

                                                                  Twitter: @KCC_JEE 

Nasu Sisters: Yuko(L) Mieko(R) 

Nasu 

https://www.facebook.com/KCCJEE/
https://twitter.com/kcc_jee?lang=en
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