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Sam Timinisky, 2016 - 2017 KCC JEE Graduate Fellow 
 Sam’s research into Japanese media has led him to the study of gender 
and magazine culture. His research has evolved away from questions of 
political spectrums and toward issues of cultural space. Specifically, he is 
now using weekly magazines, commonly consumed by middle-aged men, 
to study the ways in which media was used to reimagine masculine identity 
and culture between 1956 and 1996, first to bring men back into the home 
to cook and craft in the 1970s and then back into the public sphere in the 
1980s to develop new businesses. He is also preparing to make several 
presentations around Japan at Kobe College, Osaka University, Waseda 
University’s 20th Century Media Institute, and the Center for Information 
on Religion in Tokyo during June and July. 

Alumni Profile: Emi Fukuda 
Emi Fukuda was the KCC-JEE High School Essay Contest recipient in 2000. We 
caught up with her to see what she’s doing now and the role that Japanese has played 
in her life. 

Did you attend college/graduate school? where? what did you major in? 
I attended Augustana College, majoring in International Business and Spanish. Then I 
received an MBA from University of Illinois at Chicago with a concentration in 
Marketing.  
Did you study Japanese in college or elsewhere/on your own? 
I minored in Japanese at Augustana and then continued studying Japanese when I lived in Japan.  
Have you traveled back to Japan? 
Yes, a few times. I was fortunate enough to participate in Augustana's Asian Term, which included a one 
month stay in Japan along with other stops in Asia along the way. 
Where do you work now/what do you do? 
I am the General Manager for a popular sushi takeout restaurant in Wilmette called AO Sushi. I am also a 
professional musician in a couple of local cover bands.   
Do you use Japanese/knowledge of Japan in your current work? Does Japan/Japanese play any role in your life 
today? 
Some of our employees and customers are Japanese so I am fortunate to have the opportunity to speak 
Japanese every day. Japanese cuisine plays a big role in my current work. I am always looking to network with 
other Japanese business owners and to try Japanese restaurants in the area. My Japanese background has been 
very helpful in knowledge of our sushi menu and in being able to communicate with customers about it. We 
also carry some Japanese grocery items so I am able to teach customers about these. In general, being able to 
speak Japanese and familiarity with the Japanese culture makes my job a lot easier. At times, I'm able to share 
stories of my experiences in Japan with my employees and customers as well.   Aside from work, I try to stay 
connected to the Japanese community in Chicago and attend Japan-related events when possible.  
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 In the Spotlight:  Remina Hisamatsu, KCCJEE Internship Program Participant 

 
It has been 16 years since I participated in the Kobe College Internship 
Program. It was the first year of the program, and I still remember how excited 
I was to be able to join and find and learn new things. As one of the students 
who was hoping to be an English teacher, I went to Carleton Washburne 
School, a seventh and eighth grade middle school, in Chicago. The unique 
point of this school is what’s called team teaching. I had never heard about this 
system and so, I learned a lot during my stay at Carleton Washburne School. 
     At school, students are divided into teams and then smaller advisory groups, 
while the teachers rotate to teach them certain subjects for two years. I thought 
the large benefit of this system is that teachers are able to observe each student 
carefully and share their ideas easily amongst themselves. Not only was the 
system of this school impressive, but I also found good things from the way my 
advisor conducted his class. He specialized in science and he was teaching the 
digestive system in his class at that time. One day he asked his students to draw 

each part of the digestive system as it is in their tummies on a white T-shirt. They all enjoyed drawing it and 
when they finished, they put on the T-shirt and explained to me the system of the body by pointing the route. 
By listening to how the advisor and the students were talking, I also felt that the relationship between teachers 
and students was closer than in Japan. This point especially influenced me when I started working as a teacher. 
     After I was graduated from Kobe College, I entered the graduate school of Osaka University and 
specialized in experimental phonetics. Then luckily I was able to work as a part-time teacher at KCHS and KC. 
I always remembered the experience of the internship in Chicago and kept in mind what I had learned from it. 
After giving birth to two children and four years’ absence from teaching, I will go back to work at KC again 
from this autumn, which is one of my dreams. I do appreciate all the people who let me take part in the 
internship program and supported me during my stay in Chicago and hope this great program will continue. 
Thank you.           Remina Hisamatsu 
 
***The picture was taken when we had Shichi-go-san (7-5-3) ceremony of my daughter, Yuna, last year. Our 
little boy, named Kanta Matthew, was born on New Year’s Day of 2016 in Houston, TX.  
 

2017 Essay Contest Winner Alyssa Cortez 

We are pleased to announce the winner of the 2017 High School 
Essay Contest: Alyssa Cortez. She is a student at Waipahu High 
School in Hawai’i. Her essay was on the phenomenon of karoshi, or 
death by overwork, and the case of Takahashi Matsuri, an employee 
of Dentsu, a Japanese advertising company. She is very excited to 
travel to Kyoto in July and we look forward to hearing about her 
experiences when she returns! 
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Looking Back. . .The Life of KC Alumna Kyoko Morris 

I left Kobe, Japan, on a train in the early summer of 1958 with much anticipation and 
hope for immersing myself in the culture and people of the United States of America, 
while living and studying at the Northeast Missouri State Teachers College for a 
year.  I headed for the Port of Yokohama, where I boarded a Japanese freighter with 
several other college students who also had scholarships.   

        After a two week voyage, I arrived at Victoria Island, Canada.  There, I visited a 
quaint printing shop to meet the owner and take some photos.  Later, my father 
included these photos in his book Printing Rollers: Past, Present, & Future. In
1959, I saw the book on the Smithsonian Institution shelf, almost within an arm’s reach 

of Benjamin Franklin’s famous printing press itself. 

        The first port of call in the United States was Portland, Oregon. I was bound for Kirksville. Missouri, and 
was lucky enough to see the Grand Canyon on the way.  

        My first year at NMSTC (Northeast Missouri State Teachers College) flew by as I enjoyed not only the 
academics, but also many student activities and my first experience living in a dormitory. Some of the 
dormitory residents and I became good friends. Toward the end of that academic year, my major professor, 
Dr. Calvin Hunemann, encouraged me to extend my stay another year to work on my master’s degree in 
English. My parents and family were honored to give their permission. My thesis’ title was: “The Concept of 
Friendship in the Poems of Emily Dickinson.” 

While working on my degree, I had a very special opportunity. Back in 
Japan as a student at Kobe College, I had met Eleanor Roosevelt when she 
visited Japan. I deeply admired her, and thought of her as “First Lady of the 
World.” I had kept writing to Ms. Roosevelt, and since I was now in 
America, she invited me to meet her at the Roosevelt Presidential Library in 
Hyde Park, New York. It was a special life experience I will never forget. 

        During my first summer vacation, I took a job as a reservation clerk at 
Monmouth Hotel in Yellowstone National Park.  Seeing the northwestern 
conifer trees and wide open countryside impressed me very much.  I spent the 
rest of the summer in Ojai, California, with my friend Erica Moore and her 
family, writing for the Ventura County Star about Japanese language and 
culture, teaching Japanese to a famous potter, Beatrice Wood, and reading a 
German book with a German lady. Those years were full of adventures! 

        ~ To be continued in the fall issue 
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“Splendour, optimism and the newness of spring” 

This is my thirteenth year to experience the beautiful sakura (cherry blossoms) in full bloom on Okadayama, 

and it’s always a thrill! The campus seems to take on an ethereal atmosphere with pink clouds of little flowers 

among the trees. The new beginnings of nature and school life are everywhere.  

      We had our annual J1 entrance ceremony today.  Although I sat in the back row on the stage among 

the other teachers, I could see rows of proud (even glowing) parents looking on as their children’s names were 

being called.  These parents had a very good reason to be proud. Their daughters had worked hard to pass the 

tough entrance examination that KCHS is known for. This was the moment of recognition and the threshold 

to a new beginning in their young lives. With every “Hai!” (“Yes!”) coming from the middle section of the 

auditorium, I tried to look over or around the massive podium, hoping to catch a glimpse of the standing 

student whose voice I heard.  While I couldn’t see every bright little face, I could sense the pride and optimism 

in each voice.  This struck me as similar to God’s demonstration of those traits in the splendor, optimism and 

newness of spring just outside the door.  What an interesting connection! 

I love experiences such as the one I had today, and I have had many over the years at KCHS.  I look forward 

to many more. 

 ~ Dana Peinado, Gottschalk Teacher at KCHS 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday, September 9, 2017 

1:00-5:00pm 

Union League Club in Chicago, IL 



 


