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Today at Georgia Institute of Technology, where I am a freshman, I heard three girls 
speaking Japanese behind me on a sidewalk.  I turned around and introduced myself and talked 
to them, all in Japanese.  This is now something I feel comfortable doing, after spending a month 
at the Kyoto Japanese Language School in Japan.  I attended their Summer Intensive Program on 
a scholarship through the Kobe College Corporation Japanese Education Exchange High School 
Essay Contest. I was fortunate to be selected as one of the 2013 winners, along with Grace 
Bologna from Chicago. 

Going to Japan has been a dream of mine ever since I was young, and the experience was 
everything I hoped for and more.  At Georgia Tech, I am planning on majoring in Business 
Administration and minoring in Japanese.  I hope to study abroad or intern for a company in 
Japan.  It is still my dream to work and live in Japan. 

I remember the moment when I got the phone call telling me that I won the essay contest.  
I was so excited!  It is one of the fondest moments of my life, but it was nothing compared to the 
moments I would have in Japan later that summer.  In Kyoto, I lived with a great host family, the 
Horii family.  They helped me with my Japanese, took me to interesting places and restaurants, 
and taught me some of the Kyoto or Kansai dialect which I plan on using on my high school 
Japanese teacher when I visit her and her class to give a presentation on my experience in Japan.   

Living in Kyoto was an adventure every day.  My map by the end of the month was 
frayed, torn, taped, marked, wrinkled, and highlighted.  After school ended each day, I would go 
to shrines, temples, museums, mountains, rivers, and popular sight-seeing places both in Kyoto 
and abroad in Osaka, Nara, Uji, and Hikone.  My school was amazing and I got very close to my 
classmates and teachers.  We all together went to sing karaoke one day.  Although we were 
singing a strange mix of English, Chinese, and French songs, we all found common ground with 
Japanese songs. 

 I learned so much about Japan, Kyoto, and myself during my month there.  It was intense, 
beautiful, inspirational, and eye-opening.  I am more eager to study Japanese now than ever, and 
I cannot wait to go back to Japan!  I am so grateful for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that I 
received. 

 


