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Welcome from the President 
My personal greetings to you for Happy Autumn! This year, the 

Annual Meeting was held at the Union League Club of Chicago on 

Saturday, September 21st, with a special theme of the “Life of Oliver 

Hadley Statler”, a renowned collector of Japanese woodblock 

painting, who also taught at Kobe College in early 1980’s. 

 

All the members and friends of KCC-JEE were invited to the event. To 

my pleasant surprise, a number of past Board members and their 

friends expressed their interest of coming to the meeting. It was 

rather unfortunate though; some of them had to cancel their trip at 

the last minute, for a variety of reasons, including some flight 

cancellations due to the stormy weather the day before.  It is indeed 

gratifying to note that many of those who served for KCC many years 

ago still maintain their kind interest in our organization and its 

activities. We were reminded of importance of our duties to carry on 

the torch we inherited from those members of the past. 

 

At the meeting, we heard two internship students from KC who spend 

a month in the Chicago area. They told us of the stories of their lives 

in Chicago of the past several weeks. We also heard the story of an 

Essay Contest winner, who spent her summer in a language school in 

Kyoto, Japan. Stories of these young ladies were most interesting 

and inspiring.  On listening to their stories, we were led to recognize 

that our humble effort to support these programs do help make 

differences in their lives.  

 

I am thankful for dedicated services of all of our Board members and 

their friends, which help us to achieve the Mission we are called to 

achieve. Thank you and May God bless you!   [Go Suguira, President] 

 

2013 Annual Meeting 
The 93rd KCC-JEE annual meeting was held on September 21, 2013 at 

the Union League Club in Chicago, Illinois. Go Sugiura was elected 

President for a three-year term. Dr. Yuki Ohigashi was elected a 

Director on the board.  Reelected to 3-year terms were Yasuko 

Sanborn and Takuzo Ishida. Ken Tornheim was elected by the board 

as Vice President of Finance/Treasurer and Dr. Roberta Wollons as the 

Vice President of Programs.  

 

Dr. Koichi Mori, Kobe College Chancellor, graciously welcomed 

members and discussed the longstanding friendship between Kobe 

College and KCC-JEE.  

 

 

http://www.kccjee.org/
http://www.kobe-c.ac.jp/
http://www.kobejogakuin-h.ed.jp/
mailto:KCCJEE@comcast.net


Grace Bologna, the 2013 KCC-JEE / OMRON High School Essay 

Contest winner, gave a presentation about her experience in Japan 

studying at the Kyoto Japanese Language School. Please visit the 

KCC-JEE to read her reflection along with Graham Hoskins and to view 

photos. 

 

                     
KCC-JEE helped celebrate KC alumni, Ms. Mieko Nasu’s 100th birthday. 

 

Welcome Dr. Yuki Ohigashi, Newest Board Member 
Dr. Yuki Ohigashi, a graduate of Kobe College High School, has been 

involved with the KCC-JEE for several years, serving on the Gottschalk 

Committee. She earned a Ph.D. in Chemistry/Biochemistry from the 

University of Wisconsin and has been instrumental in researching 

influenza vaccines at Northwestern University. Yuki and her husband 

are relocating to Davis, California where her husband has accepted a 

position at UC Davis.  

 

Oliver Hadley Statler 
The 2013 Annual Meeting program focused on Japan scholar Oliver 

Hadley Statler and his relationship with Kobe College and Kobe College 

Corporation. 

 

Statler was born in 1915 to Mae (Hadley) and Dr. Oliver I. Statler of 

Huntley, IL. He attended the University of Chicago, where he received 

a BA in 1936.  

 

Statler was drafted into the Army in 1941. As the war ended and the 

Japanese Occupation period was beginning, he requested a transfer to 

Japan, a country he greatly wanted to see; however, he was 

discharged. 

 

Undeterred, Statler took a civil service position with the Occupation 

Army and worked in Yokohama until 1954, after which he remained to 

research and write.  

 

Statler quickly became very interested in the new art movement called 

sosaku hanga. In opposition to ukiyo-e prints, which were drawn by 

one artist, carved by another, and printed by a third, sosaku-hanga 

(literally, “creative prints”) are created by one artist from start to 

finish.  

 

Statler became friends with many of the artists, and frequently 

functioned as an art broker, selling these prints to art collectors in the 

U.S., including author James Michener. He began his period of 

publishing about Japan with the non-fiction work Modern Japanese 

Prints: An Art Reborn  (1956). 

 

During one particularly hot summer, Statler sought to escape the heat 

of Tokyo by staying at the Minaguchi-ya, a traditional inn located on 



the old Tokaido road between Tokyo and Kyoto that had been in the 

hands of the same family for 18 generations. Statler’s experience with 

that family led to his first novel, Japanese Inn (1961).  

 

Statler continued writing fiction throughout that decade, publishing 

Black Ship Scrolls in 1963 and Shimoda Story in 1969 before returning 

to the U.S. 

 

In the early 1970s, Statler was active with the Japan America Society 

of Chicago, through which he met KCC board members David Larson 

and his wife Margaret. Statler started his service on the KCC board in 

1974, just after returning from a Guggenheim fellowship year in Japan 

(1973) studying the Japanese pilgrimage. He continued on the board 

until 1977, when he was invited to serve as a visiting professor in the 

Department of Asian Studies at the University of Hawaii in Manoa, 

with which he remained affiliated until his death.  

 

According to Margaret Larson, Statler had expressed interest in 

visiting Japan again to do more research on the Japanese pilgrimage. 

Around the same time (the late 1970s), Kobe College president Michi 

Okamoto wrote to Dave Larson, then president of KCC, to inquire 

about hosting a lecturer from the U.S. Larson made arrangements to 

send Statler there in 1980-1981. 

 

Statler taught at Kobe College in the Intercultural Studies and English 

departments. During his tenure there, he appeared on NHK television 

to talk about his research on the Shikoku pilgrimage. He also wrote, 

narrated, and directed the 30 minute documentary “The Pilgrimage to 

the Eighty-Eight Sacred Places of Shikoku” (Ueda Film) in 1983, the 

same year as the publication of his book Japanese Pilgrimage. Statler 

worked with Matsuyama filmmaker Ueda Masakazu to make this film. 

 

During the 80s, Statler began work on another book, a novel about 

Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine. He lived near the shrine in 1986, while 

doing research, but struggled with the book, as well as with problems 

with his eyesight. 

 

Oliver Hadley Statler died on February 14, 2002. His ashes were 

scattered off the coast of Waikiki. [Jeanne Sokolowski, Board Member] 

 

KCC-JEE Programs 
Graduate Fellowships 
KCC-JEE is currently recruiting for the 2014-2015 Graduate 

Fellowship.  The program was established in 1996 to support qualified 

graduate students for research or study in Japan. The purpose of the 

fellowship is to support future American educators who will teach 

more effectively about Japan. One fellowship of $30,000 will be 

awarded and the deadline to apply is December 20, 2013. To learn 

more or download the application, please visit our website. 

 

High School Essay Contest 
2014 marks the 20th year for the High School Essay Contest. Due to 

the thought-provoking responses to last year’s prompt, students are 

asked, once again, to reflect on how a recent Japanese news story 

might be used to open lines of communication between an exchange 

student and his or her host family. The deadline is February 3, 2014. 

Please visit the KCC-JEE website at www.kccjee.org for more 

information. 

 

http://www.kccjee.org/


Drake Guest Professor 
Professor Velma Grover arrived at Kobe College on October 1, to begin 

her Bryant and Alberta Drake visiting professorship. Dr. Grover, a 

specialist in water resources based in Toronto, has taught at York and 

McMaster Universities and is affiliated with United Nations University. 

She has consulted with many governmental and non-governmental 

organizations. Dr. Grover will be at Kobe College for one year, working 

with the Department of Human Science’s Education for Sustainable 

Development program, which draws graduate students from east and 

southeast Asia, as well as Africa. The Drake professorship was 

established in 1982 to honor the Reverend Bryant Drake and his wife, 

Alberta. Reverend Drake served for many years on the KCC Board of 

Directors (including a long term as President) and contributed in many 

other ways to Japan-US educational exchange.   [Rob Mason, Chair] 
 

                                           
                       Dr. Velma Grover, Drake Professor 

 

Kobe College High School International Summer Program 
Twenty-four students from Kobe College High School attended St. 

Croix Lutheran High School Language Camp in West St. Paul, 

Minnesota this past summer. The students spent three weeks studying 

English with students from around the world including Brazil, China, 

Columbia, Korea, and Vietnam. While they stayed in a hotel, they 

each had an opportunity to spend a weekend with homestay families 

at the start of their program. Excursions included trips to the zoo, 

aquarium, science museum, and the Mall of America, and Fort Snelling 

along with a badminton tournament and traditional American cookout. 

Ms. Junko Ozawa and Ms. Yuko Inagaki chaperoned the trip.  KCC-JEE 

board member, Takuzo Ishida helped coordinate the memorable trip 

for the students. 

 

Obituaries 
Professor Emeritus Toshiaki Miki, who taught Japanese history at Kobe 

College, passed away on September 8th, 2013 at the 

age of 90.   

 

Ms. Jean Barr Hamlin (nee Littlejohn) passed away on April 17, 2012.  

She taught English at KCHS from 1950-1953. Later she was a member 

of the Board of Trustees (KCC-JEE recommended) from 1970-1975. 

[Atsuko Ide, Kobe College] 

 

           *      *     *     *     * 

We welcome your donations in support of the educational programs of 

KCC-JEE. Checks made out to KCC-JEE may be mailed to the office at 

540 Frontage Road, Suite 3335, Northfield, Illinois 60093 or you may 

use PayPal from the www.KCCJEE.org website. Your gifts are tax 

deductible to the full extent allowed by law. 

http://www.kccjee.org/


 


