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Scroll down for news from the president, a report from 2014 essay contest winner, Zach Sebek, pictures 

of alumnae at Annual Meeting and from KCC-JEE Archives, information on the Japanese Prime 

Minister’s award for Mieko Nasu, and an update from past program participant, Liv Coleman. 

 Fall 2014  Vol. 4 

 

IMPORTANT LINKS 
 
KCC-JEE 
www.kccjee.org  
Kobe College-College Div. 
www.kobe-c.ac.jp 
Kobe College-High School 
Div. 
www.kobejogakuinh.ed.jp 

 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Go Sugiura 
     President 
Ken Tornheim 
     VP Finance/Treasurer 
Dr. Roberta Wollons 
     VP Programs 
Jeanne Sokolowski 
     VP Development 
Takuzo Ishida 
     VP Admin./Secretary 
 
Angie Gaspar 
Dr. Marnie Jorenby 
Dr. Robert Head 
Bradley Knotts 
Dr. Robert Mason 
Tami Mizuno 
Dr. Yuki Ohigashi 
Dr. Cindi Sturtz-Sreetharan 
Fumiyo Young 
 
Office Administrator 
Ikuko O’Malley 
 

 
KCC-JEE 
540 Frontage Road, #3335 
Northfield, IL  60093 
(847) 386-7661 (phone) 
(847) 386-7662 (fax) 
 

 
kccjee@comcast.net 
 

Message from President 
 

To the friends of KCC-JEE, 
 

I hope you are doing well and enjoying the beautiful autumn. 
 

We had a successful and enjoyable Annual Meeting in Chicago in 

September. The meeting was attended by over 70 guests and we all 

enjoyed the music performance of two American players of the Japanese 

musical instrument, “koto”. 
 

We welcomed two new Board members, Tami Mizuno and Marnie 

Jorenby, who is a returning board member. We are grateful for their 

services to the organization. 
 

As some of you may have learned by now, Dr. Koichi Mori, Chancellor of 

Kobe College, delivered good news at the meeting, that the Okadayama 

Campus was designated as a “National Important Cultural Property” by 

the Japanese Government.  The beauty of the campus has been cherished 

by many for a long time, and now it is publicly recognized. The 139th 

Anniversary of the school was celebrated on October 12th with over 1,000 

guests and friends present.  It was a very happy day for all who are 

associated with Kobe College.  I wanted to share the joy with you. 
 

Our effort continues to support all the programs, despite some restrictions 

now imposed upon us as a private foundation. Regardless of the 

challenges we now face, we are committed to the Mission we are charged 

with. We are thankful for your continuing support and encouragement for 

us. 
 

Thanks to the advancing digital technology, our communication has been 

made easier. We are taking advantage of it by sending our newsletter to 

you on line, as well as via U.S. Mail to those who do not have access to it. 

We would welcome your comments and ideas as to how best we could 

serve the communities here and abroad. 
 

Wishing you the very best, and May God bless you! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

New Board Members: 

Dr. Marnie Jeroenby 

Tami Mizuno 

Outgoing Board Members: 

Lynn Cohee (2008- 2014) 

Dr. Marjorie Kinsey 

(1987-2005 & 2008-2014) 

New Executive Committee 

Members: 
 

VP Administrator 

Tak Ishida 

VP Development 

Jeanne Sokolowski 
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Report from 

2014 Essay Contest Winner 

Zach Sebek 

The essay competition challenged me to 

dive into Japanese culture, and because of it I 

was able to go on the most unique adventure in my life. After my 

experience in Japan, I learned a tremendous amount about Japanese 

culture, Japanese people, Japanese language, and myself. My adventure 

could take thousands of different turns depending on each of the decisions 

I made, and my experience could change drastically depending on what 

my host family was like and where in Kyoto I would be staying.  

 

My host mother was very kind and understanding. Preparing meals with 

her and cycling through the city together were some of my favorite 

memories. After unpacking my things the first night, I found out that two 

other students were also staying in the home: one German boy studying at 

a university and a Russian girl 

studying at a different Japanese 

language school. Before my first day 

in Japan ended, I had interacted with 

people from three countries and 

backgrounds completely different 

than my own.                                                                        Zach in center                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                          

After learning that I lived on the edge of the downtown and had access to 

a bicycle, I decided to travel everywhere possible by bicycle, to save 

money and learn the city better. This turned out to be one of the best 

decisions I made; I have learned the streets of Kyoto better than Chicago, 

and I will never forget them. Traveling through the city and getting lost 

was sometimes the most fun part of going places. 

 

On school days I would enjoy my commute in the early morning heat, and 

then spend the rest of my morning in the most fun learning atmosphere I 

have known.  It was the most relaxed but effective learning experience I 

have had.  
 

On the weekends I visited the nearby cities of 

Osaka, Nara, and Kobe, where I watched fireworks 

and interacted with the sacred deer. By the end of 

my stay, I had checked off most of the destinations 

in my book, and become very familiar with the city. I left my map of 

Kyoto for the next host student, since I no longer needed it to get around.  

 

I will always remember the humid days and the cool summer nights of 

Kyoto. My host family and friends will always be in my thoughts. If each 

picture I took is worth one thousand words, then surely I have enough 

memories to last a lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KC Alumnae at 2014 Annual Meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Japanese Prime Minister Award 
Mieko Nasu received an award from the Prime 

Minister of Japan celebrating her 100th birthday 

at the residence of the Chicago Council General 

in late September. (Mieko had her real 100th 

birthday last year on 9/11/13.)  The award was 

given to all Japanese centenarians on 9/15, a 

national holiday to honor the elderly.  After 

Mieko received a silver cup for sake as a part of 

the award, she commented, “The cup is smaller 

than my mother’s who lived up to the ripe age 

of 105…” Happy birthday, Mieko, and we 

enjoy your sense of humor! 

 
 
 

From the KCC-JEE Archives 

 
Photo edited and submitted by Reiko Mrozik 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to the people 

who contributed to the 

newsletter: 

Liv Coleman, 

Reiko Mrozik,  

Zach Sebek, 

Jeanne Sokolowski, 

Go Sugiura,  

Kaoru Sugiura, 

and Fumiyo Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact us at  

kccjee@comcast.net 

if you would like to send 

your article to our 

newsletter.   

We look forward to hearing 

from you! 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Former 
     Program Participant 

 

DR. LIV COLEMAN 
(High School Essay Contest and Graduate Fellowship) 

 

Dr. Liv Coleman was our Essay Contest winner 

in 1998 and then received the Graduate 

Fellowship for 2004-2005.  Her younger sister, 

Bliss Coleman, was featured in our Spring 

newsletter.  (You can visit www.kccjee.org to 

read the article.)   

We interviewed Liv about how Japanese has 

continued to play an important role in her life. 

 

Q: Tell us about your education. 
A:  Smith College, B.A. in Government, East 

Asian Languages & Literature, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, M.A., Ph.D., Political Science. I was also an 

Advanced Research Fellow at the Harvard Program on US-Japan 

Relations 

 

Q: Did you study Japanese in college or elsewhere/on your own? 

A: I started studying Japanese in junior high and high school in 

Minneapolis.  Then I continued my studies at Smith and UW-Madison. 

 

Q: Have you traveled back to Japan? 

A:  I have traveled to Japan many times.  I try to go once a year, but I don't 

make it every year. 

 

Q:  Where do you work now/what do you do?  

A:  I'm an Assistant Professor of Government & World Affairs at the 

University of Tampa.   

 

Q:  Do you use Japanese/knowledge of Japan in your current work? 

Does Japan/Japanese play any role in your life today? 

A:  I do research on Japanese politics, particularly related to family life 

and gender.  I was recently selected to be part of the third cohort of the 

Mansfield Foundation’s US-Japan Network for the Future, a group of 

scholars who do policy-relevant research to benefit US-Japan relations.  

At the University of Tampa, I teach courses on Politics of East Asia and 

International Relations of East Asia.  I have also taught a travel-study 

course on Contemporary Japan for which I had the pleasure of bringing a 

group of students to Tokyo, Kyoto, and Shimane prefecture. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We welcome your donations in support of the educational programs of 

KCC-JEE. Checks made out to KCC-JEE may be mailed to the office 

at 540 Frontage Road, Suite 3335, Northfield, Illinois 60093 or you 

may use PayPal via the www.KCCJEE.org website. Your gifts are tax 

deductible to the full extent allowed by law. 
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